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General Rules
1. Language: English will be the official and working language of 

the conference. 

2. Delegations: Each member state will be represented by one 
delegate and shall have one vote on each committee. 

3. Courtesy: Delegates will show courtesy and respect to the 
Committee staff and to other delegates. The Moderator will 
immediately call to order any delegate who fails to comply with 
this rule. 

4. Electronic Devices: No laptops, tablets computers, cell phones, 
or other electronic devices may be used in the Committee room 
during formal debate or moderated caucus. Computers may be 
used outside the Committee room at any time, or in the 
Committee room during unmoderated caucus. 

5. Suspension of the Meeting: Whenever the floor is open, a 
delegate may move for the suspension of the meeting, to suspend 
all Committee functions until the next meeting. A motion to 
suspend will not be in order until three quarters of the time 
scheduled for the session have elapsed. The Moderator may rule 
such motions dilatory. When in order, such a motion will not be 
debated but will be immediately put to a vote and will require a 
simple majority to pass. 

6. Dress Code: Western Formal attire is required. Boys may wear 
either a suit or a jacket, a button down shirt and dress pants. A 
necktie is preferable, as are dress shoes. Girls can wear dresses, 
formal skirts and blouses or slacks - suits. In general, participants 
are expected to use their discretion and wherewithal in making 
dress choices. If a delegate is recognized as a violator of the dress 
conduct he/she is liable for suspension until he/she is in 
appropriate clothing.
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Research
Before coming to the conference it is important that you do a fair 
amount of research after reading the study guide. These are some 
main areas you ought to cover:

Topic: Do a general research on your topic. Read as much as you 
can to get a good grasp of what it is about, what has been done in 
the past, what is being done. See the opinions of various countries 
and notice blocs that may form if any. Read articles from 
newspapers and magazines. When researching on the internet, be 
sure it is from a reputable source, usually groups with .org or .edu 
in their URLs.

The Committee: Visit your committees website. See how it is run, 
what it stands for. Also see if the committee has in the past covered 
your topic and look at the conclusions it came to. Remember, the 
reason you are discussing this topic is that it has not been resolved 
so do not put your committees past solutions as your solutions - 
they are not working!

Your country. Learn a bit about your country, specifically, the type 
of government and it’s policy on your debate topic. You should 
have a general idea of the kind of people who form the population 
and a sense of understanding of the kind of decisions the 
government has made so that you can follow this example when 
confronted with decisions in the conference. A good resource for 
facts is the CIA World Factbook. 

Policy and Solutions. Develop the policy you want to argue and 
possible solutions. Be sure to consider whether or not the plan is 
feasible and past UN actions.
 
It is a good idea to continually note down important points in a 
binder or in a document as you go through your research. Build a 
file with important information you can refer to so that you can 
take it into committee - it is impossible to remember everything.  
Also, having statistics you can refer to makes your speeches more 
credible and more impressive.
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Position Papers
These must be written and submitted via email prior to the 
conference. One position paper is submitted per topic by each 
delegate. It is recommended that it follows the following format:

There should be three sections to your position paper: 
• a statement of the problem, 
• your nation’s and the UN’s past actions, 
• a summary of solutions that your country will support. 

Although the entire committee will be discussing the same topics, 
the Chair wants to see that you understand the conflict set before 
the committee to resolve. Without copying the topic synopsis, focus 
upon defining the topic thoroughly yet simply. Provide the 
background, description, and history of the topic. Your statement of 
the problem should be specific to the view of your country.

Your summary of your nation’s past actions does not need to be an 
exhaustive list. However, you should go into some detail on those 
actions that you feel were most significant.
Briefly cover any past United Nations efforts to confront the issue 
in question. It will help you to see if the UN’s efforts correlate with 
your own nation’s efforts and policies. 

Your solutions should be innovative - they should not include 
generic solutions that the everyday newspaper reader could find. 
These problems have not yet been solved by the solutions given in 
newspapers, so you should not continue to try to use them. 

Footnotes or Endnotes - After each quoted text there should be a 
number superscripted after the statement to denote the citation. At 
the end of each page (a footnote) or at the end of the paper (an 
endnote) each superscripted number should refer to the source 
used.
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Sample Position Paper:

Country China
Committee Disarmament and International Security
Topic Nuclear Proliferation
Delegate Name Xxx Zzz
Delegate School Hill Spring International School

! With the recent advances in nuclear technology, including the testing of 
nuclear fusion, the ongoing replacement of materials like coal with nuclear sources of 
fuel and the newly discovered methods of reprocessing fuel from nuclear power plants 
to increase the power generated from 1 kilo of uranium, there is an increasingly valid 
fear amongst states of the mass destruction that could be caused by nuclear 
weapons. The radiation spread from a nuclear blast would leave large areas of land 
uninhabitable for extended periods of time. Also different deployments of 
thermonuclear weapons could lead to a variety of devastating results. Eight countries: 
China, USA, Russia, India, Pakistan, Britain, France and North Korea; currently have 
a declared nuclear weapons program, but only 5 of them are signatories of the NPT. 
India and Pakistan refrained from signing the treaty. In 2003 North Korea pulled out of 
the treaty and began their own nuclear program which they continue despite a number 
of international sanctions as well as international pressure to terminate nuclear 
production. They have barred IAEA inspectors from their nuclear reactors and 
negotiations to persuade North Korea to disarm have been unsuccessful. ! Israel 
is also being condemned by a number of countries in the Middle East as its nuclear 
program and refusal to sign the NPT has makes it impossible for a NWFZ to be 
established in the middle east. Iran is suspected to have it’s own nuclear weapons 
program and it is feared that terrorist groups will have opportunity to gain access to 
these nuclear warheads. Although Iran is insistent that it’s nuclear program is only for 
civilian purposes, recent revelations that Iran has obtained information on how to 
manufacture nuclear armed weapons as well as blueprints for making uranium metal 
into warheads along with it’s reported non-cooperation with IAEA inspections has led 
to a lot of suspicion in the International community. Iran has been threatened with 
attack from nuclear weapon states and various sanctions have been placed upon it in 
fear of the intentions of it’s nuclear program.
! In the past the UN and other bodies have made a number of efforts to curb 
nuclear proliferation. After the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty was signed the UN 
Security Council urged Pakistan and India both to sign as well, discouraging their 
nuclear activity. The UNSC also imposed a number of sanctions on North Korea and 
Iran both due to North Korea’s nuclear weapon tests and Iran’s uranium enrichment 
program. China has historically made an active effort to eradicate nuclear weapons 
which goes with it’s ideal of a ‘nuclear weapon free world’. Though China did not sign 
the NPT at first, realizing that it gave the USSR and USA a monopoly in owning 
nuclear weapons, giving them opportunity to perpetuate their power as the only 
nuclear states, China did stand for the complete abolishment of nuclear weapons and 
in 1984 it became a member of the IAEA and placed all of it’s exports under 
international safeguards. However, China saw the positive effect the NPT had and in 
1992 became the last nuclear weapon state to accede to the treaty. China is also the 
only country of the five nuclear state NPT signatories to have a no first-use policy as it 
promotes the denuclearization and only continues its modernization of nuclear artillery 
as a deterrent and defense mechanism. It is also the only state to accede by the IAEA 
Additional Protocol. China has played a large role in the six-party talks taking place to 
resolve the issue in North Korea and has attended many discussions in Northeast 
Asia to strive to persuade North Korea to denuclearize. 
! China firmly believes in the complete disarmament of the international 
community but pragmatically understands that it is unrealistic to request non-nuclear 
states to disarm in the face of nuclear powers who continue the development of their 
weapons. Due to fear of nuclear powers such as Russia and the USA who have made 
very little effort to disarm their own countries, states will continue to update their own 
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arsenal for the purpose of  security and defense. It is essential that the international 
community unanimously agrees on absolute disarmament to create a global security 
environment where mutual trust and co-operation are a reality. China feels that such a 
consensus can only be achieved through peaceful negotiations and hopes that six-
party talks will help resolve these issues.  China is very keen to solve the dispute in 
the Korean Peninsula obliterate the instability and insecurity of the region. The 
situation in Iran must be handled tactfully, keeping in mind that though Iran has in the 
past been found to have violated international obligations and the NPT it is entitled to 
the peaceful use of nuclear energy. Though China supports disarmament and strongly 
encourages NWFZs it does stand for the continuation of use of nuclear energy for 
peaceful civilian purposes. For safety purposes China suggest that all states become 
members of the IAEA and that their nuclear facilities abide by all of IAEA’s safety 
regulations, thus providing a course in which nuclear energy can continue to be 
employed worldwide in a safe environment and have productive, positive results. 
Nuclear facilities must also be heavily guarded and all nuclear material be carefully 
accounted for to prevent the proliferation of nuclear ammunition into the hands of 
terrorists, as it would have disastrous results.
! It is imperative that restrictions be placed on the use of nuclear technology as 
well as a complete destruction and eradication take place of all nuclear weapons to 
provide a secure international realm with discontinuing scientific research and 
progress in the field of nuclear energy. 
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Procedure During Committee 
Typical Flow of Events: 
Although the exact flow of events is likely to vary, depending on 
your committee and your chair, there is a general pattern which is 
followed:

1. Roll Call: At the start of every session the chair will call out the 
countries in alphabetical order. You must either say ‘Present’ or 
‘Present and Voting’ which means you can’t abstain from voting, 
depending on your country’s policy. If you arrive in committee 
late and roll call has already been taken, send a note to the chair 
marking your presence and asking to be marked present. if you 
fail to do this you will not have the right to vote. 

2. Setting the Agenda: This only happens at the very first session of 
the conference, on the first day. It will only happen if you have 
more than one topic area. Someone will motion to set the 
agenda. After this, two speaker’s will speak for and against 
discussing each topic. Next, a vote will be taken and depending 
on which topic gets the highest votes, it will be discussed first. 

3. Opening the Speaker’s List: Once the topic is decided, the 
speaker’s list is opened and the debate begins.

4. Caucusing: The committee will go through a number of 
caucuses, interspersed with speaker’s from the speaker’s list.

5. Writing Resolutions: Usually during unmoderated caucusing, the 
blocks will begin to draw up their resolutions.

6. Discussing Resolutions & Amendments: Once the resolutions 
are on the floor, discussion on the resolutions will begin. 
Amendments will be proposed, discussed and voted for.

7. Voting on the Resolution: Once all resolutions have been 
discussed and amended they will be voted on. Once a resolution 
is passed, the committee, if there is any time left, moves to the 
next topic. 

8



Speaking in Committee: 
Delegates must refer to him/herself as “the delegate of (the country 
the delegate represents)” and other delegates as “the delegate of 
(the country the other delegate represents)” 
It is a formal conference and the use of casual/informal or slang 
vocabulary is not accepted. 
The use of vulgar or foul language will not be tolerated and will 
cause the delegate to be temporarily or permanently barred from 
committee depending on the severity of the offense. 

Speaker’s List & Speeches: 
Once debate is opened on a particular topic the speakers list is 
automatically opened. The chair will request all those wishing to be 
added to the speaker’s list to raise their placards. If a delegate, later 
on wishes to be added or removed from the list he/she may send a 
note to the chair requesting the same. Speaking time is limited to 
two minutes unless there is a motion for an extension/shortening in 
which case a vote is required. The delegate will be forced to sit 
down and stop speaking once the time limit is exceeded.
As per the norm, atleast on the first day, when called upon to speak 
in the speaker’s list a delegate will give what is known as a position 
speech - a speech stating his country’s position on the topic. 
However, later, a delegate may address any document or issue 
under discussion during his/her speech.

Yielding: If there is time remaining once a delegate has finished 
speaking he/she may yield his time:
• To another delegate: Remaining time will be given to that 

delegate, who may not, however, yield any remaining time. 
• To questions: Questioners will be selected by the Chair and 

limited to one question each. Only the speaker’s answers to 
questions will be deducted from the remaining time. 

• To the chair: Such a yield should be made if the delegate does not 
wish his or her speech to be subject to comments. 

Comments: If a speech is followed by no yields, the Chair may 
recognize two delegates, other than the initial speaker, to comment 
for thirty seconds each on the specific content of the speech just 
completed. 
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Points & Motions: 
Point of Personal Privilege: Whenever a delegate experiences 
personal discomfort which impairs his or her ability to participate in 
the proceedings, he or she may rise to a Point of Personal Privilege 
to request that the discomfort be corrected. While a Point of 
Personal Privilege may interrupt a speaker, delegates should use 
this power with the utmost discretion. 

Point of Order: During the discussion of any matter, a delegate may 
rise to a Point of Order to indicate an instance of improper use of 
parliamentary procedure. The Point of Order will be immediately 
ruled upon by the Moderator in accordance with these rules of 
procedure. The Moderator may rule out of order those points that 
are dilatory or improper. A Point of Order may only interrupt a 
speaker when the speech itself is not following proper 
parliamentary procedure. 

Point of Parliamentary Inquiry: When the floor is open, a delegate 
may rise to a Point of Parliamentary Inquiry to ask the Moderator a 
question regarding the Rules of Procedure. A Point of Parliamentary 
Inquiry may never interrupt a speaker. Delegates with substantive 
questions should not rise to this Point, but should rather approach 
the committee staff at an appropriate time. 

Motion to Right of Reply: A delegate whose personal or national 
integrity has been insulted or degraded by another delegate may 
request in writing a Right of Reply. The Reply, if granted, will take 
the form of a thirty-second speech. A delegate granted a this will 
address the committee when requested to do so by the Chair.

Motion to Suspend Debate: Used to suspend debate until the next 
meeting. it is only in order in the chair deems it appropriate.

Motion for a Caucus: This must specify unmoderated or moderated. 
If unmoderated it must specify time. If moderated a topic, total time 
and each speaker’s time must be specified. 

Note: Motions can only be made if the floor is open to motions. 
	
 The chair has the right to vote any motion/point dilatory as 
	
 per his/her discretion and this cannot be appealed. 
	
 Once a motion has been put on the floor only superseding 
	
 motions can be made: a superceding motion calls for a longer 
	
 caucus. Unmoderated caucus supersedes moderated caucus.
	
 Motions can also be made to amend speaking/caucus time.
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Caucusing: 
Moderated Caucus: It takes place on specific parts of the topic area. 
For example, if the topic of the day were the Israel-Palestine 
conflict, at some point the delegate would motion for a ten minute 
moderated caucus, with an allotted time of thirty seconds per 
speaker, to discuss the building of a West Bank Wall. In that 
moderated caucus, if anyone strayed from the specific topic at hand, 
a Point of Order could be called as a reprimand. Once this motion 
has been passed the chair will request those who wish to speak in 
this caucus to raise their placards.

Unmoderated Caucus: The delegate who motions for it must specify 
a time limit. In this time resolutions may be prepared, discussions 
may begin and conflicts may be resolved. The delegates are free to 
roam around the committee hall at this time. No motions, points or 
requests to the chair/director will be entertained. Laptops can be 
used in this time.
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Voting: 
It is required for motions, amendments and resolutions. Each vote 
may be a “Yes,” “No,” or “Abstain.”(in which case the delegate 
does not raise his/her placard at all. After the Chair has announced 
the beginning of voting, no delegate will interrupt the voting except 
on a Point of Personal Privilege or on a Point of Order in 
connection with the actual conduct of the voting.
Voting on motions requires the raising of a placard. Procedural 
motions require a 2/3 majority while other motions require a simple 
(50%+1) majority to pass the motion. Delegates may not abstain 
from voting on a motion.
Amendments require a simple majority to be passed. 
Resolutions: Once the Committee is in voting procedure and all 
relevant motions have been entertained, the committee will vote on 
the resolutions on the floor. Voting occurs on each resolution in 
succession; once a resolution has been passed, no further 
resolutions will be voted on.  

Roll Call Voting: When debate is closed and voting for a resolution 
must begin, any delegate may motion a roll call vote. Such a motion 
may be made from the floor and must be seconded by at least 10 
members.  
• Voting will be at the discretion of the Chair in all Committees. In 

a roll call vote, the Chair will call all countries noted by the dais 
to be in attendance in alphabetical order. In the first sequence, 
delegates may vote “Yes,” “No,” “Abstain,” “Pass,” “Yes with 
rights,” or “No with rights.” 

• A delegate who passes during the first sequence of the roll call 
must vote “Yes” or “No” during the second sequence. The same 
delegate may not request the right of explanation. 

• A delegate may only vote with rights if he or she votes “Yes” or 
“No” in the first round of voting and if his or her vote appears to 
constitute a divergence from his or her country's policy. After all 
delegates have voted, delegates who had requested the right of 
explanation will be given 30 seconds each to explain their votes. 

• The Chair will then announce the outcome of the vote.
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Resolutions & Amendments

Resolutions

Resolutions must be submitted to the chair on a pen drive once 
written. They are required to follow a very specific format:

1. Heading: It provides the basic information mainly for 
administrative purposes. It lists the topic, the committee and the 
signatories at the beginning of the resolution, usually placed in 
the upper left corner of the document.

2. Preambulatory Clauses: These clauses introduce the problem at 
hand, provide some background information, and in general 
indicate the attitude of the resolution. Important documents or 
events can be cited as background knowledge. Don’t overload a 
resolution with perambulatory clauses as they are only a 
background. These cannot be changed by amendments. Begin 
perambulatory clauses with an underlined participle (given in a 
list overleaf), and end each clause with a comma.

3. Operative Clauses: They outline the ideas and proposed actions 
of the resolution. They should lay out a specific solution or set of 
solutions to the problem at hand. Each operative clause should be 
numbered. Begin each operative clause with an underlined action 
word (given in a list overleaf), and end each clause with a semi-
colon. The last operative should end with a period. 

• A draft resolution must be signed by at least 15 members in 
FCPD and UNICEF, and 5 members in the Security Council to 
approach the chair. 

• Signing a resolution need not indicate support of the resolution, 
and the signatory may sign more than one draft resolution. 

• The chair must approve a resolution before it is sent for copying 
and introduced in committee for discussion.

• Once a draft resolution has been introduced and distributed, the 
Chair/Director may entertain emendments, typically used to 
address typographical, spelling, or punctuation errors.

• More than one resolution may be on the floor at any one time, but 
at most one resolution may be passed per Topic Area. 
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Sample Resolution:

Your resolution should display:

Feasibility: The most fundamental aspect of a resolution is its 
ability to be implemented and accomplish some goal or serve some 
function. A resolution must be realistic and in accordance with the 
policies and the perspectives of the international community. Avoid 
overly idealistic proposals that are not likely to happen. 
Originality: Several resolutions, which say the same exact thing or 
very similar things, do not add anything to the quality of debate in 
committee. Indeed, resolutions ought to contain unique ideas and 
solutions so that there can be something to debate about. 
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Draft Resolution 1.1
Disarmament and international Security Committee
Topic: Peacekeeping Reform

Signatories: United Kingdom, United States, China, russia, Ukraine, Sri Lanka

The General Assembly,

Recognizing the forty-nine missions that the UN has embarked upon and learning 
from the successes and failures of each one,

Recalling the conferences of the past, such as the Declaration on the Prevention 
and Removal of Disputes… (1988), that provided a framework as to how the UN 
has come to be able to command its Peacekeeping forces,

Agreeing for all nations to abide by the doctrines decided upon in this resolution,

Wishing to see more member states willingly donate troops to the UN 
Peacekeeping effort;

1. Provides funding for the needed training improvements through:
a.donations from willing nations and willing Non-Governmental Organizations 

such as the UN General Fund and World Bank, 
b.utilizing the reserve fund created by resolution A/47/832, 
c.funneling a portion of UN funding directly toward these improvements;

2.Recommends further development of the UN standby force, a.k.a. the Rapid 
Deployment Force (RDF), focusing specifically on the areas of: 

a.getting all nations to sign on to its benevolent ideals, 
b.compiling data from participating nations such as: 

i. major equipment, 
ii. organization, 
iii. level of self-sufficiency, 
iv. movement, 

c.eventually utilizing this dynamic force;

3.Desires to see the UN intervene with the use of force only in matters of the 
utmost priority.



Preambulatory PhrasesPreambulatory PhrasesPreambulatory Phrases

Affirming Emphasizing Keeping in mind
Alarmed by Expecting Noting further
Approving Expressing Noting with regret
Aware of Fulfilling Noting with satisfaction
Believing Fully aware Noting with deep concern
Bearing in mind Fully believing Noting with approval
Cognizant of Further deploring Observing
Confident Further recalling Realizing
Contemplating Guided by Reaffirming
Convinced Having adopted Recalling
Declaring Having considered Recognizing
Deeply concerned Having considered further Referring
Deeply conscious Having devoted attention Seeking
Deeply convinced Having examined Taking into account
Deeply disturbed Having heard Taking note
Deeply regretting Having received Viewing with appreciation
Desiring Having studied Welcoming

Operative PhrasesOperative PhrasesOperative Phrases

Accepts Designates Notes
Adopts Directs Proclaims
Affirms Emphasizes Reaffirms
Approves Encourages Recommends
Authorizes Endorses Reminds
Calls for Expresses its appreciation Regrets
Calls upon Expresses its hope Requests
Condemns Further invites Resolves
Congratulates Further proclaims Solemnly affirms
Confirms Further remind Strongly condemns
Considers Further recommends Supports
Declares accordingly Further requests Takes note of
Deplores Further resolves Trusts
Draws attention Has resolved Urges
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Amendments

Amendments make minor changes to a draft resolution. They must 
not change the meaning of the whole resolution:

• An amendment must be signed by at least 8 members in FCPD 
and UNICEF, and 3 members in the SC to approach the chair. 

• Signing an amendment need not indicate support of the 
amendment, and the signatory may sign more than one 
amendment. 

• Once the amendment has been written and signatories got it must 
be submitted to the chair as a hard copy (hand written).

• The chair will open a speakers list with speakers for and against 
the amendment. Once the speakers are done the amendment will 
be voted on. If it passes then it will be changed in the draft 
resolution.

• Amendments to amendments are out of order; however, an 
amended part of a resolution may be further amended.

• Amendments will be read out, debated and voted upon in the 
order thy are received. A chair has the right to limit the number 
of amendments.

Sample Amendment
Amendment to resolution C/3
Sponsors: Tunisia, Algeria, Egypt, Morocco, Chad
Topic: Tuberculosis
Committee: FAO

1. Deletes operative 2; 

2. Changes operative 4 to read: 
 4. Recognizes the importance of research and development, especially: 
  a. the development of new tuberculosis drugs; 

b. the investigation of gene therapy; 

3. Adds an operative 12 to read: 
 12. Supports the use of testing facilities in tuberculosis hotspots which 
        would provide: 
  a. WHO trained technicians and doctors; 
  b. DOTS treatment and educational materials; 

c. testing persons suspected to be infected with tuberculosis;
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Checklist
This is a list of suggestions to keep with you in committee:

Pens / Pencils
Highlighters
Mini stapler
Ruled paper - to write amendments on
Tiny notebook (like a to-do diary) - to write pointers to take 
with you to the dias when it is your turn to speak
Clipboard
Post-it notes - to write notes to pass to fellow delegates
MUN File 
• Research (only what is absolutely necessary)
• Your position paper (for easy reference)
• Study Guide
• General Information - conference timings etc.
USB flash/jump drive 
Laptop 
Brief case/ back pack 
Water bottle 
Placard (don’t forget it after it is given to you on the first day!)
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